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Lesson 6 Subject Complements Answers

Understanding subject complements is essential for mastering sentence structure and grammar. In
Lesson 6, we focus on identifying, using, and correctly answering questions related to subject
complements. This comprehensive guide aims to clarify the concept, provide clear explanations, and
offer practical exercises with answers to solidify your understanding of subject complements.

What Are Subject Complements?

Definition of Subject Complements

A subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides additional
information about the subject. It completes the meaning of the subject and the verb, often renaming
or describing the subject.

Examples:

- The sky is blue. (adjective complement)
- She became a doctor. (noun complement)

Types of Subject Complements

Subject complements are mainly classified into two types:

- Predicate Nouns (or Predicate Nominatives): These rename the subject.
- Predicate Adjectives: These describe the subject.

Identifying Subject Complements

How to Recognize a Subject Complement

To identify a subject complement:
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- Look for a linking verb (such as is, was, were, seem, become, feel, look).
- Determine if the word or phrase following the verb provides more information about the subject.
- Check if the word can be replaced with a pronoun or synonym to verify its function.

Common Linking Verbs

- am, is, are
- was, were
- be, being, been
- seem, appear, become, look, feel, taste, smell, remain, stay

Common Questions and Answers on Subject Complements

1. What is the function of a subject complement?

Answer:

A subject complement completes the meaning of the subject by either renaming it (predicate noun)
or describing it (predicate adjective). It follows a linking verb and provides more information about
the subject.

2. How do you identify a predicate noun in a sentence?

Answer:

A predicate noun renames or identifies the subject and can often be replaced with another noun or
pronoun. It is connected to the subject via a linking verb.

Example & Answer:

Sentence: The winner is she.

Question: What is the subject complement?

Answer: She (predicate noun replacing "the winner").

3. How can you distinguish between a predicate adjective and a regular
adjective?

Answer:

Published by: test1.post-gazette.com Page 2 of 32



14 PREDICATE LOGIC STANFORD INFOLAB Ebook Vol. 2026, Issue 10

A predicate adjective follows a linking verb and describes the subject, often answering "How is the
subject?" or "What is the subject like?" Regular adjectives typically modify nouns, whereas predicate
adjectives follow linking verbs.

Example & Answer:

Sentence: The cake tastes sweet.

Question: What is the predicate adjective?

Answer: Sweet (describes the cake).

4. Can a subject complement be a phrase instead of a single word?

Answer:

Yes, a subject complement can be a phrase, such as a noun phrase or an adjective phrase, that
completes the meaning of the subject.

Example:

Sentence: The most important thing is your cooperation.

Question: What is the subject complement?

Answer: Your cooperation (noun phrase).

5. What are some common errors to avoid when identifying subject
complements?

Answer:

- Confusing predicate nominatives with direct objects.
- Mistaking adjectives that modify nouns for predicate adjectives.
- Overlooking the linking verb and assuming any word following the subject is a complement.

Sample Exercises with Answers

Exercise 1: Identify the subject complement in each sentence.
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- The sky became dark.
- She is a talented musician.
- The soup tastes salty.
- They are students.
- The movie seemed interesting.

Answers:

- dark (predicate adjective)
- a talented musician (predicate noun)
- salty (predicate adjective)
- students (predicate noun)
- interesting (predicate adjective)

Exercise 2: Choose the correct subject complement for each sentence.

- The teacher was (kind / kind-hearted).
- The bread smells (fresh / freshness).
- My brother became (a doctor / doctor).
- The flowers are (beautiful / beauty).
- The cake looks (delicious / deliciously).

Answers:

- The teacher was kind-hearted.
- The bread smells fresh.
- My brother became a doctor.
- The flowers are beautiful.
- The cake looks delicious.

Exercise 3: Rewrite the sentences, replacing the subject complement with a
pronoun.

- The winner is she.
- The best thing about the movie is its ending.
- The weather became very cold.
- My favorite hobby is painting.
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- The food tastes spicy.

Answers:

- The winner is she ? The winner is she. ? The winner is her. (Note: "her" is used correctly as a
predicate nominative in the sentence.)

- The best thing about the movie is its ending. ? It is its ending. (Rephrasing is complex; better to
keep the noun.)

- The weather became very cold. ? It became very cold.
- My favorite hobby is painting. ? It is painting.
- The food tastes spicy. ? It tastes spicy.

(Note: Some sentences do not lend themselves easily to pronoun substitution in the predicate
complement without changing the sentence structure. Focus on understanding the role of the
pronoun in context.)

Tips for Mastering Subject Complements

- Always identify the linking verb first; it?s the key to spotting a subject complement.
- Remember that predicate nouns rename the subject, so they can be replaced with pronouns like

"she," "he," or "they" in the nominative case.
- Predicate adjectives describe the subject and often follow linking verbs such as "is," "seems," or

"becomes."
- Practice with different sentences to recognize subtle differences between complements and

other sentence components.
- Use exercises to test your understanding regularly and review the answers carefully to learn

from mistakes.

Summary

Understanding and correctly answering questions about subject complements is vital for
grammatical accuracy and effective communication. By recognizing the role of linking verbs and the
types of complements?predicate nouns and predicate adjectives?you can improve your sentence
analysis skills. Practice identifying, replacing, and constructing sentences with subject complements
to become more confident in using them correctly.

Remember, the key to mastering lesson 6 subject complements answers lies in understanding their
function, practicing with varied examples, and paying attention to the linking verbs that connect them
to the subject. With consistent effort, you?ll be able to answer questions about subject complements
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with clarity and precision.
 
Lesson 6: Subject Complements Answers ? An In-Depth Exploration

Understanding the nuances of sentence structure is fundamental to mastering English grammar,
and one of the most essential components in this domain is the concept of subject complements. In
Lesson 6, we delve into the intricacies of subject complements, their functions, types, and how to
correctly identify and utilize them in sentences. This comprehensive review aims to clarify common
misconceptions, provide detailed explanations, and furnish practical examples to enhance your
grasp of subject complements.

What Are Subject Complements?

At its core, a subject complement is a word or phrase that follows a linking verb and provides
additional information about the subject. It essentially "complements" or completes the meaning of
the subject by renaming or describing it. Without the subject complement, the sentence may be
grammatically correct but semantically incomplete or ambiguous.

Key Points:

- Appears after a linking verb (such as is, was, seems, becomes, appears, etc.)
- Renames or describes the subject
- Necessary for the sentence's full meaning when using linking verbs

Example Sentences:

- The winner is she.
- His explanation was confusing.
- The sky appears blue.

In these examples, "she," "confusing," and "blue" are subject complements that complete the
sentence.

Types of Subject Complements

Subject complements fall into two primary categories based on their grammatical nature:

Noun Complements (Predicate Nouns)
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These are nouns or pronouns that rename or identify the subject.

Characteristics:

- Usually follow linking verbs
- Provide a new name or identity for the subject
- Can be a singular noun, plural noun, or pronoun

Examples:

- My brother is a teacher.
- The winners are they.
- It was John who called earlier.

Common Predicate Nouns:

- doctor, teacher, artist, student, winner, child

Adjective Complements (Predicate Adjectives)

These are adjectives that describe the subject directly.

Characteristics:

- Follow linking verbs
- Describe the subject?s state or quality

Examples:

- The cake smells delicious.
- She seems happy.
- The night became cold.

Common Predicate Adjectives:
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- happy, sad, tall, short, cold, bright, confusing

Identifying Subject Complements in Sentences

Correct identification of subject complements involves understanding their position and function in
the sentence.

Steps to Identify:

- Locate the main verb: Is it a linking verb? (e.g., is, was, seem, become, appear, feel.)
- Find the word or phrase immediately following the linking verb.
- Determine whether this word renames (noun/pronoun) or describes (adjective) the subject.
- Confirm that removing this complement would leave the sentence incomplete or nonsensical.

Sample Analysis:

- Sentence: The sky is blue.
- Linking verb: is
- Complement: blue
- Function: Describes the subject the sky

- Sentence: The winner was she.
- Linking verb: was
- Complement: she
- Function: Renames the subject the winner

Common Mistakes and Clarifications

Misunderstanding subject complements often leads to grammatical errors. Here are some common
pitfalls and clarifications:

- Confusing Subject Complements with Direct Objects

- Incorrect: The teacher made her a leader. (Here, "her" is a direct object, not a complement.)
- Correct: The teacher made her leader. ("Leader" is a predicate noun acting as a subject

complement.)
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- Using Adjectives as Complements Without Linking Verbs

- Incorrect: The sky is blue.
- Correct: The sky is blue.

(Note: In the correct sentence, "is" is the linking verb, and "blue" is the predicate adjective acting as
a subject complement.)

- Omitting the Complement

- Incorrect: The winner is.
- Correct: The winner is she.

(The complement completes the sentence?s meaning.)

Practice Questions and Answers

Engaging with practice sentences is essential for mastery. Below are sample questions with detailed
answers.

Question 1: Identify the subject complement in the following sentence:

- The movie seems interesting.

Answer:

- Linking verb: seems
- Subject complement: interesting
- Function: Predicate adjective describing the movie

Question 2: Determine whether the complement is a noun or an adjective:

- The children became tired.

Answer:
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- Linking verb: became
- Complement: tired
- Type: Predicate adjective (describes the children?s state)

Question 3: Rewrite the sentence with a clearer subject complement:

- The winner was she.

Answer:

- The winner was she.

(This sentence correctly uses a predicate pronoun as the complement.)

Applying Knowledge: Constructing Sentences with Subject
Complements

Practice constructing sentences helps solidify understanding. Here are some prompts:

- Use a linking verb and a predicate noun to describe a person.
- Use a linking verb and a predicate adjective to describe an object or situation.
- Combine these elements into meaningful sentences.

Sample Sentences:

- The artist is a visionary.
- The weather became stormy.
- My favorite fruit is mango.
- The night seems peaceful.

Summary and Key Takeaways

- Subject complements follow linking verbs and complete the meaning of the subject.
- They are primarily predicate nouns (renaming the subject) or predicate adjectives (describing

the subject).
- Correct identification involves recognizing the linking verb and the complement?s function.
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- Misconceptions often stem from confusing complements with direct objects or omitting
necessary complements.

- Practice with varied sentences enhances accuracy in identification and usage.

Final Thoughts

Mastery of subject complements is vital for constructing clear, grammatically correct sentences.
Recognizing their role and differentiating between types not only improves writing skills but also
deepens understanding of sentence structure. Through careful analysis, practice, and application,
learners can confidently identify and utilize subject complements, elevating their command of
English grammar.

Whether you're preparing for tests, refining your writing, or simply aiming for better comprehension,
focusing on Lesson 6's core concepts about subject complements will serve as a strong foundation
for grammatical proficiency.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are subject complements in a sentence? Subject complements are words
or phrases that follow a linking verb and provide more information about the subject, such as
describing or renaming it. How can I identify a subject complement in a sentence? Look for words
that come after a linking verb and either rename or describe the subject; these are typically nouns,
pronouns, or adjectives functioning as subject complements. What is the difference between a
predicate nominative and a predicate adjective? A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that
renames the subject, while a predicate adjective describes the subject's state or quality; both serve
as subject complements. Can a sentence have more than one subject complement? Generally, a
sentence has only one subject complement that completes the meaning of the subject, but in
complex sentences, multiple complements can be present if they describe or rename different parts.
Which verbs are typically used with subject complements? Linking verbs such as 'be,' 'become,'
'seem,' 'appear,' 'feel,' and 'look' are commonly used with subject complements. Why are subject
complements important in understanding sentence structure? They help clarify the meaning of the
subject and complete the thought of the sentence, making communication clear and precise. Can an
adjective be a subject complement? If so, give an example. Yes, an adjective can be a subject
complement. For example, in 'The sky is blue,' 'blue' is an adjective serving as a subject
complement describing the sky. 

 
Related keywords: subject complements, predicate nominative, predicate adjective, noun clause,
completes the subject, grammar lesson, sentence structure, grammatical function, language
learning, English grammar

Predicate nouns and predicate adjectives middle school
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predicate nouns and predicate adjectives middle school

Understanding the concepts of predicate nouns and predicate adjectives is essential for middle
school students studying grammar. These two components are fundamental parts of sentences that
help to provide additional information about the subject. Mastering predicate nouns and predicate
adjectives can enhance your writing, improve your comprehension, and help you communicate more
effectively. In this article, we'll explore what predicate nouns and predicate adjectives are, how to
identify them, and how to use them correctly in sentences.

What Are Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives?

Before diving into the details, it's important to understand the basic structure of a sentence. A
sentence typically contains a subject and a predicate. The predicate tells what the subject is or
does.

Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives are parts of the predicate that provide more information
about the subject.

- Predicate Noun: A noun that follows a linking verb and renames or identifies the subject.
- Predicate Adjective: An adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the subject.

Both are linked to the subject through a linking verb, such as is, am, are, was, or were.

Understanding Predicate Nouns

Definition of Predicate Noun

A predicate noun (also known as a predicate nominative) is a noun or pronoun that appears after a
linking verb and redefines or identifies the subject of a sentence.

Examples of Predicate Nouns

- The winner is a champion.
- My brother became a doctor.
- The students are teachers.

In each example, the predicate noun follows the linking verb and provides more information about
the subject.
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How to Identify Predicate Nouns

- Find the subject of the sentence.
- Locate the linking verb (such as is, was, are).
- See if there is a noun or pronoun that follows the linking verb and renames or identifies the

subject.
- Confirm that the noun or pronoun makes sense as a replacement for the subject.

Practice Examples

Identify the predicate noun in each sentence:

- She is a talented singer.
- The cake was a delicious dessert.
- They became doctors after graduation.

Answers:

- singer
- dessert
- doctors

Understanding Predicate Adjectives

Definition of Predicate Adjective

A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes or modifies the subject.

Examples of Predicate Adjectives

- The sky is blue.
- The flowers smelled sweet.
- The pupils are excited.

Here, the adjectives blue, sweet, and excited describe the subject (sky, flowers, pupils).

How to Identify Predicate Adjectives
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- Find the subject of the sentence.
- Locate the linking verb.
- Check for an adjective that follows the linking verb.
- Ensure the adjective describes the subject.

Practice Examples

Identify the predicate adjective in each sentence:

- The water is cold.
- The book was interesting.
- The cookies smell delicious.

Answers:

- cold
- interesting
- delicious

Key Differences Between Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives

| Aspect | Predicate Noun | Predicate Adjective |

|---------|------------------|---------------------|

| Function | Renames or defines the subject | Describes or modifies the subject |

| Type | Noun or pronoun | Adjective |

| Example | She is a teacher. | She is happy. |

How to Use Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives Correctly

Using predicate nouns and predicate adjectives correctly involves understanding their roles and how
to identify them within sentences.

Steps for Proper Usage
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- Identify the linking verb in the sentence.
- Determine if a noun or an adjective follows the linking verb.
- Check the role of the word:

- If it renames the subject, it's a predicate noun.
- If it describes the subject, it's a predicate adjective.

- Ensure grammatical agreement:

- The predicate noun or adjective should match the number and tense of the subject.

Common Linking Verbs

- Forms of be: am, is, are, was, were, be, being, been
- Other linking verbs: seem, become, appear, feel, look, sound, taste, remain

Examples in Context

Example 1: Predicate Noun

- Sentence: The winner was a hero.
- Explanation: "a hero" renames the subject "winner" and follows the linking verb.

Example 2: Predicate Adjective

- Sentence: The cake tastes sweet.
- Explanation: "sweet" describes the cake and follows the linking verb.

Example 3: Combined Use

- Sentence: The teacher is kind and a good listener.
- Explanation: "kind" is a predicate adjective describing the teacher, and "a good listener" is a

predicate noun renaming the teacher.

Published by: test1.post-gazette.com Page 15 of 32



14 PREDICATE LOGIC STANFORD INFOLAB Ebook Vol. 2026, Issue 10

Practice Exercises for Middle School Students

Enhance your understanding with these exercises:

- Identify the predicate noun or predicate adjective in each sentence:

- The sky was bright.
- My brother is a musician.
- The cookies smell delicious.
- She became a leader.
- The flowers are colorful.

- Rewrite the sentences by replacing the predicate noun or predicate adjective with a different
word that fits:

- The dog is a puppy. ? The dog is a young dog.
- The movie was exciting. ? The movie was thrilling.

Answers:

1.

- bright (predicate adjective)
- a musician (predicate noun)
- delicious (predicate adjective)
- a leader (predicate noun)
- colorful (predicate adjective)

2.

- The dog is a young dog.
- The movie was thrilling.

Tips for Middle School Students
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- Always look for the linking verb first; predicate nouns and adjectives follow it.
- Remember that predicate nouns rename the subject, while predicate adjectives describe it.
- Practice identifying these parts in sentences to improve grammar skills.
- Use varied sentences to see how predicate nouns and adjectives work in different contexts.

Conclusion

Mastering predicate nouns and predicate adjectives is a vital step in understanding sentence
structure and improving your grammar skills. Recognizing these components helps make your
writing clearer and more descriptive. With practice, you'll be able to identify and use predicate nouns
and predicates adjectives confidently, making your sentences more informative and engaging. Keep
practicing by analyzing sentences, doing exercises, and applying these concepts in your writing
projects. Remember, the key is to look for linking verbs and understand whether the following word
is renaming or describing the subject. Happy learning!
 
Understanding Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives in Middle School

When studying grammar, especially at the middle school level, students often encounter the terms
predicate nouns and predicate adjectives. These concepts are fundamental to understanding how
sentences are constructed and how they convey meaning. Recognizing the difference between
these two types of predicates helps students craft clearer sentences and improves their overall
writing skills. In this guide, we will explore what predicate nouns and predicate adjectives are, how
they function within sentences, and provide helpful tips and examples to master their use.

What Are Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives?

Before diving deeper, let?s clarify the basic definitions:

Predicate Nouns

A predicate noun (also called a predicate nominative) is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking
verb and renames or identifies the subject of the sentence. It provides additional information about
the subject, essentially telling us what or who the subject is.

Predicate Adjectives

A predicate adjective is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes or modifies the subject
of the sentence. It offers more details about how or what kind the subject is.

How Do Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives Function?
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Both predicate nouns and predicate adjectives follow linking verbs like is, am, are, was, were,
become, and seem. They serve to complete the meaning of the subject by either renaming it or
describing it.

Linking Verbs: The Bridge

Linking verbs act as a link between the subject and the predicate. They do not show action but
connect the subject to a word that provides more information.

Examples of common linking verbs:

- am, is, are
- was, were
- become, seem
- look, feel, smell, sound, taste

Recognizing Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives

Identifying Predicate Nouns

To find a predicate noun, ask yourself:

- What is the subject?
- What is the subject being or becoming?
- Is there a noun or pronoun that renames the subject after the linking verb?

Example:

The winner of the race is John.

- Subject: The winner of the race
- Linking verb: is
- Predicate noun: John (renaming the subject)

Identifying Predicate Adjectives

To identify a predicate adjective, ask:
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- How is the subject?
- What is the subject being like?
- Is there an adjective following the linking verb that describes the subject?

Example:

The sky looks blue.

- Subject: The sky
- Linking verb: looks
- Predicate adjective: blue (describes the sky)

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Confusing predicate nouns and predicate adjectives: Remember, predicate nouns rename the
subject with a noun or pronoun, whereas predicate adjectives describe the subject with an adjective.

- Misidentifying the linking verb: Some verbs can be action verbs or linking verbs depending on
the context. Focus on whether the verb links the subject to a noun or adjective.

- Overlooking the word after the verb: Often, the predicate noun or predicate adjective is right
after the linking verb. Check this part carefully.

Examples of Predicate Nouns and Predicate Adjectives in Sentences

Predicate Nouns Examples:

- My brother is a teacher.
- The winner was she.
- That man is a doctor.
- The best option is reading.
- The main goal is success.

Predicate Adjectives Examples:
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- The cookies smell delicious.
- The flowers are beautiful.
- The water feels cold.
- His answers seem correct.
- The night is dark.

Practice Exercises

Exercise 1: Identify the predicate noun or predicate adjective

Read each sentence and determine whether the underlined word is a predicate noun or predicate
adjective.

- The puppy looks happy.
- My favorite hobby is painting.
- The sky is cloudy today.
- The winner was she.
- This soup tastes spicy.

Exercise 2: Fill in the blank with the correct predicate noun or predicate adjective

Choose the correct word to complete each sentence.

- The teacher is ______ (a scientist / kind).
- The cake smells ______ (sweet / delicious).
- The champion was ______ (they / John).
- The night feels ______ (cold / coldly).
- The actor became ______ (famous / fame).

Tips for Middle School Students

- Remember the key question: Does the word after the linking verb rename or describe the
subject?

- Use context clues: The surrounding words can help determine whether the predicate is a noun
or adjective.

- Practice regularly: Write your own sentences and identify predicate nouns and adjectives.
- Create flashcards: For linking verbs, predicate nouns, and predicate adjectives to reinforce

understanding.
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Summary

Understanding predicate nouns and predicate adjectives is crucial for mastering sentence structure.
Predicate nouns rename the subject and are nouns or pronouns, while predicate adjectives describe
the subject and are adjectives. Both follow linking verbs, acting as the bridge that completes the
meaning of the sentence. By practicing identifying and using these predicates correctly, middle
school students can enhance their writing clarity and grammatical accuracy.

Final Thoughts

Grasping the concept of predicate nouns and predicate adjectives not only improves sentence
construction but also deepens comprehension of how language works. Keep practicing with different
sentences, ask questions about what follows your linking verbs, and you'll find yourself becoming
more confident in your grammar skills. Remember, the more you practice, the more natural using
these concepts will become in your writing and speaking!
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a predicate noun in a sentence? A predicate noun is a noun that follows
a linking verb and renames or identifies the subject of the sentence. How do predicate adjectives
function in a sentence? Predicate adjectives describe or modify the subject and are connected to it
by a linking verb. Can you give an example of a sentence with a predicate noun? Sure! In the
sentence 'My brother is a teacher,' the predicate noun is 'teacher,' which renames the subject
'brother'. What is an example of a predicate adjective in a sentence? An example is 'The sky looks
blue,' where 'blue' is the predicate adjective describing 'sky'. How are predicate nouns and predicate
adjectives different? Predicate nouns rename the subject, while predicate adjectives describe the
subject; both follow linking verbs but serve different functions. Why are predicate nouns and
predicate adjectives important in middle school grammar? They help students understand how to
correctly connect and describe subjects in sentences, improving their writing and comprehension
skills. 

 
Related keywords: predicate nouns, predicate adjectives, middle school grammar, linking verbs,
subject complement, noun predicates, adjective predicates, grammar lessons, school language arts,
parts of speech

Read the full article online: predicate nouns and predicate adjectives middle school

PREDICATE NOMINATIVE ANSWER KEY

Predicate Nominative Answer Key
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Understanding the concept of predicate nominatives is essential for mastering English grammar,
especially when analyzing sentence structures and improving writing clarity. Whether you're a
student preparing for exams, a language teacher designing lesson plans, or a grammar enthusiast
seeking to refine your skills, knowing how to identify and explain predicate nominatives is crucial.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to the predicate nominative answer key, offering
detailed explanations, examples, and tips to enhance your grasp of this vital grammatical element.

What Is a Predicate Nominative?

A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and renames, identifies, or
provides additional information about the subject of the sentence. It completes the meaning of the
subject by equating it to another noun or pronoun.

Key points about predicate nominatives:

- They always follow a linking verb, such as be, become, seem, appear, remain, turn, go, and
others.

- They are nouns or pronouns.
- They rename or define the subject of the sentence.
- They are part of the predicate, specifically the predicate nominative.

Example sentences:

- The winner is Sarah.

(Sarah is a predicate nominative renaming the subject The winner.)

- My favorite hobby is reading.

(Reading is a predicate nominative identifying the subject hobby.)

- The sky became dark.

(Dark is an adjective acting as a predicate complement, but in sentences like "The sky became a
shade of blue," the phrase "a shade of blue" would be a predicate nominative if it renames sky.)

Difference Between Predicate Nominative and Predicate Adjective
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While both predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives follow linking verbs and are part of the
predicate, they serve different functions:

- Predicate Nominative: Renames or identifies the subject. It is a noun or pronoun.
- Predicate Adjective: Describes or modifies the subject. It is an adjective.

Examples:

- Predicate Nominative:

My brother is a doctor. (Here, a doctor renames my brother)

- Predicate Adjective:

My brother is healthy. (Here, healthy describes my brother)

How to Identify a Predicate Nominative

Identifying the predicate nominative involves several steps:

- Locate the linking verb:

These verbs connect the subject to additional information. Common linking verbs include is, was,
were, am, be, being, been, becomes, seems, etc.

- Find the noun or pronoun that follows the linking verb:

This is often the candidate for the predicate nominative.

- Determine if the noun or pronoun renames or identifies the subject:

If it does, it's a predicate nominative.

- Test by replacing the noun with the subject:
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For example, in "The winner is Sarah," replace Sarah with she to see if the sentence still makes
sense: "The winner is she." Since it does, Sarah is a predicate nominative.

Answer Key for Predicate Nominatives

An answer key for predicate nominatives typically involves matching sentences with their correct
predicate nominatives or identifying the predicate nominative in a sentence.

Common question types include:

- Multiple-choice questions asking which word is the predicate nominative.
- Fill-in-the-blank sentences requiring identification of the predicate nominative.
- Sentence analysis prompts asking students to explain why a particular word is a predicate

nominative.

Sample predicate nominative answer key:

| Sentence | Correct Predicate Nominative | Explanation |

|------------|------------------------------|--------------|

| The teacher is Mr. Smith. | Mr. Smith | Renames the subject The teacher. |

| My favorite fruit is mango. | mango | Identifies the subject fruit. |

| The children became students. | students | Renames The children. |

| The sky is blue. | Blue is an adjective, so not a predicate nominative. | The predicate is "is blue";
blue is a predicate adjective. |

| The winner is she. | she | Renames The winner. |

Tips for Teaching and Learning Predicate Nominatives

- Use substitution tests: Replace the noun with she, he, they, etc., to verify if it renames the
subject.

- Focus on linking verbs: Understanding common linking verbs helps in identifying predicate
nominatives.

- Practice with sentences: Regular exercises involving sentence analysis reinforce recognition
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skills.
- Distinguish between predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives: Remember the difference

to avoid confusion.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

- Confusing predicate nominatives with predicate adjectives: Always check if the word is a
noun/pronoun or an adjective.

- Assuming every noun after a linking verb is a predicate nominative: It must directly rename or
identify the subject.

- Ignoring the function of the word: Use substitution tests to confirm.

Practice Exercises with Answer Key

Exercise 1: Identify the predicate nominative in each sentence.

- The best player was James.
- Their goal is success.
- The dog became a hero.
- The weather seems perfect.
- The finalists are they.

Answer Key:

- James ? Renames The best player.
- success ? Identifies goal.
- a hero ? Renames The dog.
- (None) ? Perfect is a predicate adjective, not noun.
- they ? Renames The finalists.

Conclusion

Mastering the concept of predicate nominatives enhances one?s ability to analyze sentence
structures accurately and improve overall language proficiency. The predicate nominative answer
key serves as a vital resource for learners and educators to verify understanding, practice
identification skills, and develop confidence in grammar analysis. Remember that recognizing the
function of words following linking verbs, employing substitution tests, and distinguishing between
predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives are key strategies for success in grammar mastery.

Published by: test1.post-gazette.com Page 25 of 32



14 PREDICATE LOGIC STANFORD INFOLAB Ebook Vol. 2026, Issue 10

By consistently practicing with diverse sentences and consulting answer keys, learners can build a
strong foundation in identifying predicate nominatives, thereby improving their writing, editing, and
comprehension skills in English.
 
Understanding the Predicate Nominative Answer Key: A Comprehensive Guide

When delving into the intricacies of English grammar, one concept that often confuses students and
writers alike is the predicate nominative answer key. Recognized as a fundamental component of
sentence structure, the predicate nominative plays a pivotal role in clarifying the subject's identity or
classification within a sentence. Mastering the identification and usage of predicate
nominatives?and understanding the answer key that accompanies them?can significantly enhance
clarity, grammatical accuracy, and overall writing proficiency.

What Is a Predicate Nominative?

Before exploring the answer key, it?s essential to understand what a predicate nominative (also
known as a subject complement) is.

Definition

A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and renames or identifies the
subject of the sentence. It provides additional information about the subject, effectively completing
the idea initiated by the subject and the linking verb.

Characteristics

- It always follows a linking verb (such as is, was, were, be, become, seems, etc.).
- It is a noun or pronoun.
- It renames or defines the subject.
- It is not the object of an action but rather a complement to the subject.

The Role of the Predicate Nominative in Sentence Structure

Understanding the role of the predicate nominative in sentence structure is key to recognizing it and
using it correctly.

Sentence Components

A basic sentence with a predicate nominative typically has the following structure:
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- Subject + Linking Verb + Predicate Nominative

Example:

The winner is she.

In this sentence, "she" is the predicate nominative because it renames the subject "the winner." The
linking verb "is" connects the subject to the predicate nominative.

How It Differs from Predicate Adjective

While both predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives follow linking verbs, they serve different
functions:

| Predicate Nominative | Predicate Adjective |

|--------------------------|-------------------------|

| Renames or defines the subject | Describes the subject |

| Is a noun or pronoun | Is an adjective |

| Example: She is a teacher. | Example: She is happy. |

Recognizing the Predicate Nominative Answer Key

In educational contexts, especially in grammar exercises, a predicate nominative answer key
provides the correct identification of predicate nominatives within sentences. It functions as a guide
to check whether students have accurately pinpointed the noun or pronoun that completes the
linking verb and renames the subject.

Common Features of an Answer Key

- Lists sentences or statements.
- Highlights or underlines the predicate nominatives.
- Offers explanations or reasoning for the identification.
- May include alternative answers where applicable.

How to Find the Predicate Nominative in Sentences
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Identifying predicate nominatives is a skill that improves with practice. Here?s a step-by-step
approach:

Step 1: Identify the Subject

Locate the main noun or pronoun that the sentence is about.

Step 2: Find the Linking Verb

Look for a linking verb that connects the subject to further information. Common linking verbs
include is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been, seems, becomes, etc.

Step 3: Ask "What?" or "Who?" After the Linking Verb

To find the predicate nominative, ask "What?" or "Who?" about the subject after the linking verb.

Example:

The final contestant is she.

- Subject: The final contestant
- Linking verb: is
- Ask: She is who?
- Answer: She (predicate nominative)

Step 4: Confirm the Noun or Pronoun Renames the Subject

Make sure the word following the linking verb is a noun or pronoun that redefines or identifies the
subject.

Examples of Predicate Nominative Identification

Below are sample sentences with explanations and the predicate nominative identified:

- Sentence: My brother is a doctor.

- Subject: My brother
- Linking verb: is
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- Ask: My brother is who?
- Predicate nominative: a doctor

- Sentence: The winners are they.

- Subject: The winners
- Linking verb: are
- Ask: The winners are who?
- Predicate nominative: they

- Sentence: The sky became dark.

- Subject: The sky
- Linking verb: became
- Ask: The sky became what?
- Since "dark" is an adjective, it is a predicate adjective, not a predicate nominative.
- No predicate nominative here.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced writers can falter when identifying predicate nominatives. Here are common
errors and tips to prevent them:

Mistake 1: Confusing predicate nominatives with predicate adjectives

- Tip: Remember that predicate nominatives are nouns or pronouns that rename the subject,
whereas predicate adjectives describe it.

Mistake 2: Overlooking the linking verb

- Tip: Always verify the verb is a linking verb before searching for a predicate nominative.

Mistake 3: Using the wrong case for pronouns
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- Tip: When a pronoun functions as a predicate nominative, it should be in the subject case (e.g.,
She not Her).

Practice Exercise with Answer Key

Below is a list of sentences with their predicate nominatives identified:

- Sentence: The best player was he.

- Answer: He

- Sentence: The recipe for success is they.

- Answer: They

- Sentence: It seems that she is the winner.

- Answer: She

- Sentence: The main course is pasta.

- Answer: Pasta

- Sentence: The children are they.

- Answer: They

The Importance of the Predicate Nominative Answer Key in Education

In classroom settings, providing an answer key for predicate nominative exercises is invaluable for
both teachers and students. It serves multiple purposes:

Published by: test1.post-gazette.com Page 30 of 32



14 PREDICATE LOGIC STANFORD INFOLAB Ebook Vol. 2026, Issue 10

- Assessment: Quickly verifying students' understanding.
- Feedback: Offering immediate correction and clarification.
- Learning reinforcement: Helping students recognize patterns and rules.
- Self-study: Allowing learners to check their own work and learn independently.

Final Tips for Mastery

- Practice regularly: Consistent exercises improve recognition skills.
- Focus on linking verbs: They are the gateway to predicate nominatives.
- Analyze sentence structure: Break sentences into parts to understand the role of each word.
- Use diagrams: Visual tools can help clarify relationships between subjects, verbs, and

complements.
- Review common linking verbs: is, am, are, was, were, be, being, been, seems, becomes.

Conclusion

The predicate nominative answer key is more than just a list of correct responses; it is a crucial tool
for mastering one of the core elements of English grammar. Recognizing predicate nominatives
enhances sentence clarity and grammatical accuracy, whether in academic writing, professional
communication, or everyday conversation. With diligent practice and a solid understanding of the
underlying rules, learners can confidently identify and use predicate nominatives, thereby elevating
their command of the language to new heights.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is a predicate nominative and how is it identified in a sentence? A
predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and renames or provides more
information about the subject. It is identified by finding the noun or pronoun that completes the
subject after a linking verb such as 'is,' 'are,' or 'was.' How do you determine the correct answer in a
predicate nominative question? To determine the correct answer, identify the subject and the linking
verb in the sentence, then find the noun or pronoun that renames or describes the subject following
the linking verb. Can you provide an example of a predicate nominative question with an answer?
Sure! Question: 'Who is the team captain?' Answer: 'The team captain is Sarah.' Here, 'Sarah' is the
predicate nominative renaming 'the team captain.' What are common linking verbs used with
predicate nominatives? Common linking verbs include 'is,' 'am,' 'are,' 'was,' 'were,' 'be,' 'been,' and
'being.' Why is understanding predicate nominatives important in grammar? Understanding
predicate nominatives helps in correctly identifying sentence components, improving sentence
structure, and enhancing overall writing clarity. How can I practice identifying predicate nominatives
and their answers? Practice by analyzing sentences to find the subject, linking verb, and the
predicate nominative that follows. Creating exercises with multiple-choice questions can also help
reinforce understanding. What is the difference between a predicate nominative and a predicate
adjective? A predicate nominative is a noun or pronoun that renames the subject, while a predicate
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adjective is an adjective that describes the subject. Both follow a linking verb but serve different
grammatical functions. Are predicate nominatives always essential to the meaning of a sentence?
Not always, but they often provide crucial information that clarifies or renames the subject. Their
presence helps complete the meaning of the sentence. What strategies can I use to memorize
predicate nominative answer patterns? Use sentence diagrams, practice with example sentences,
and create flashcards highlighting common linking verbs with potential predicate nominatives.
Repeated practice helps reinforce recognition patterns. 
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