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writing assignment 1 discipleship is a foundational task that challenges students to explore the
vital concept of discipleship within the Christian faith. This assignment serves as an opportunity to
deepen understanding of what it means to follow Jesus Christ and how to implement discipleship
principles in everyday life. Whether you're a student preparing for a theology course or a church
member seeking to enhance your spiritual walk, mastering the art of writing about discipleship is
essential for both academic success and personal growth.

In this comprehensive guide, we will examine the key elements involved in crafting a compelling and
insightful writing assignment on discipleship. From understanding the biblical foundations to
exploring practical applications, this article aims to equip you with everything needed to excel in your
writing task.

Understanding Discipleship: Biblical Foundations

Definition of Discipleship

Discipleship is the process of learning from and following Jesus Christ. It involves not only accepting
Him as Lord and Savior but also committing to a lifelong journey of spiritual growth, obedience, and
service. As outlined in the Bible, discipleship is about becoming more Christ-like and spreading His
teachings to others.

Biblical Texts on Discipleship

Several passages in the Bible serve as foundational texts for understanding discipleship:

- Matthew 28:19-20: The Great Commission, where Jesus commands His followers to make
disciples of all nations.

- Luke 9:23: Jesus calls His followers to deny themselves and take up their cross daily.
- John 8:31-32: The importance of remaining in Jesus' word to truly be His disciples.
- Mark 1:17: Jesus calling His first disciples to follow Him and fish for people.

Key Characteristics of Discipleship

Discipleship encompasses several core qualities:
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- Commitment and obedience to Christ
- Desire for spiritual growth
- Willingness to serve others
- Sharing the Gospel
- Personal transformation

Writing Assignment 1: Key Components and Structure

Understanding the Prompt

Before beginning your assignment, it?s crucial to understand the specific requirements and
objectives. Typically, a discipleship writing assignment may ask you to:

- Define discipleship from a biblical perspective
- Describe the importance of discipleship in the Christian life
- Provide practical examples of discipleship in action
- Reflect on personal experiences or aspirations related to discipleship

Carefully analyze the prompt to ensure your paper addresses all aspects thoroughly.

Research and Gathering Sources

Effective writing begins with solid research. Use reputable sources such as:

- The Bible (primary source)
- Theology books and commentaries
- Articles from Christian ministries or academic journals
- Personal testimonies and church teachings

Ensure your sources are credible and relevant, and always cite them appropriately.

Outline of the Assignment

Creating an outline helps organize your thoughts. A typical structure may include:

- Introduction: Define discipleship and state your thesis or main argument.
- Biblical Foundations: Discuss key scriptures and what they reveal about discipleship.
- The Significance of Discipleship: Explain why discipleship is vital for spiritual growth and
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church health.
- Practical Applications: Offer real-life examples or strategies to live out discipleship.
- Personal Reflection: Share your insights, experiences, or goals related to discipleship.
- Conclusion: Summarize main points and reinforce the importance of discipleship.

Writing Tips for a Successful Discipleship Assignment

Be Clear and Concise

Use straightforward language to convey your ideas effectively. Avoid jargon unless appropriately
defined, and stay focused on your main points.

Use Scriptural Support

Ground your arguments and reflections in biblical texts. Quoting scripture adds authority and depth
to your paper.

Include Practical Examples

Illustrate concepts with real-world examples, such as mentorship programs, evangelism efforts, or
personal spiritual disciplines.

Reflect Thoughtfully

Personal reflection demonstrates engagement with the topic. Share your insights on how
discipleship impacts your life or community.

Proofread and Edit

Review your work for clarity, grammar, and adherence to guidelines. A polished paper enhances
credibility and readability.

Additional Resources for Discipleship Writing

- Books: "The Cost of Discipleship" by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, "Discipleship Essentials" by Greg
Ogden

- Online Courses: Discipleship programs offered by Christian universities and seminaries
- Church Materials: Discipleship manuals and small group studies

Conclusion
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Writing assignment 1 discipleship provides a valuable opportunity to explore the depth and
significance of following Christ. By understanding biblical foundations, structuring your paper
thoughtfully, and incorporating practical insights, you can craft a compelling and meaningful
assignment. Remember to stay rooted in scripture, reflect personally, and communicate clearly.
Mastering this task not only enhances your academic skills but also deepens your spiritual journey,
empowering you to become a more effective disciple and encourager of others in their faith walk.

With careful preparation and thoughtful reflection, your writing on discipleship can inspire and inform
both yourself and your readers, fostering a stronger commitment to living out Christ?s teachings
every day.
 
Writing Assignment 1 Discipleship: An In-Depth Exploration of Faithful Christian Growth

Discipleship is at the heart of the Christian life, serving as both a calling and a process that shapes
believers into the likeness of Christ. As students or members tasked with Writing Assignment 1 on
Discipleship, it?s essential to understand its multifaceted nature, biblical foundations, practical
implications, and the responsibilities involved in truly following Jesus. This comprehensive review
aims to guide you through the key aspects of discipleship, ensuring your work reflects depth, biblical
accuracy, and thoughtful reflection.

Understanding Discipleship: Definition and Biblical Foundations

What Is Discipleship?

Discipleship, in its broadest sense, refers to the process of learning from and following Jesus Christ.
It involves both initial commitment and ongoing growth, emphasizing a transformative journey that
influences every aspect of a believer's life. Discipleship is not merely about acquiring knowledge but
about embodying Christ?s teachings in daily actions, attitudes, and relationships.

Key elements of discipleship include:

- Personal commitment to Jesus as Lord and Savior
- Active learning of biblical truth
- Spiritual growth through discipline and practice
- Service and mission in the community
- Mentoring others in the faith

Biblical Foundations of Discipleship

The Bible offers numerous passages that underscore the importance and nature of discipleship:
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- Matthew 28:19-20 (The Great Commission):

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you."

This command highlights both the evangelistic and teaching aspects of discipleship, emphasizing
ongoing obedience and growth.

- Luke 9:23:

"If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me."

Discipleship involves daily surrender and commitment, often requiring sacrifice.

- John 8:31-32:

"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples... and you will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free."

Knowledge of Scripture and obedience are central to genuine discipleship.

- 2 Timothy 2:2:

Paul advises Timothy to entrust the teachings to faithful men who will also teach others, illustrating
the multiplication principle essential to discipleship.

The Characteristics of a Discipleship-Focused Life

Discipleship is not a one-time event but a lifelong journey marked by specific characteristics that
define a committed follower of Christ.

Key Characteristics Include:

- Obedience to Christ?s Commandments:

Following Jesus requires adherence to His teachings, demonstrated through actions and decisions.
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- Humility and Servanthood:

Disciples emulate Christ?s humility, seeking to serve others selflessly (Mark 10:45).

- Spiritual Discipline:

Regular prayer, Bible study, fasting, and worship are foundational practices.

- Growth in Character:

Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control should manifest in the disciple?s life.

- Relational Engagement:

Discipleship often involves community, mentorship, and accountability partnerships.

Stages and Process of Discipleship

Discipleship is dynamic, involving various stages that reflect growth and maturity.

Stages of Discipleship

- Initial Commitment:

Recognizing Jesus as Lord and Savior, often marked by conversion or baptism.

- Learning and Assimilation:

Gaining biblical knowledge, understanding doctrines, and beginning to apply principles.

- Transformation and Maturity:

Developing Christlike character, overcoming sin, and deepening faith.
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- Service and Leadership:

Mentoring others, leading ministries, and actively participating in mission.

The Discipleship Process

- Intention and Decision:

A conscious choice to follow Jesus with a willingness to learn and grow.

- Engagement with Scripture:

Regular reading, meditation, and memorization.

- Prayer and Spiritual Practices:

Developing intimacy with God through consistent communication.

- Community Involvement:

Participating in church fellowship, accountability groups, and service projects.

- Mentoring Relationships:

Discipleship often involves a mentor-mentee dynamic, where experienced believers guide newer
ones.

Practical Aspects of Discipleship in Daily Life

Discipleship extends beyond theoretical understanding; it must be integrated into everyday living.

Implementing Discipleship Practically

- Personal Devotion:
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Set aside daily time for Bible reading, prayer, and reflection.

- Living Out Biblical Principles:

Demonstrate integrity, compassion, forgiveness, and humility in interactions.

- Engaging in Community Service:

Volunteer, support those in need, and share the gospel.

- Mentoring and Discipling Others:

Invest time in spiritual conversations, sharing testimonies, and encouraging growth in others.

- Handling Challenges:

Discipleship involves perseverance through trials, doubts, and setbacks, trusting in God's grace.

Tools and Resources to Enhance Discipleship

- Study guides and commentaries
- Discipleship or mentoring programs
- Small group or Bible study participation
- Christian podcasts, books, and seminars
- Accountability partners

The Challenges and Obstacles in Discipleship

Discipleship is not without difficulties; understanding common challenges helps believers persevere.

Common Challenges Include:

- Comfort and Cultural Pressures:

Societal norms may conflict with biblical values, requiring courage and conviction.
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- Doubt and Spiritual Dryness:

Periods of spiritual dryness can hinder growth; perseverance and reliance on community are vital.

- Time Management:

Balancing work, family, and discipleship activities demands intentional planning.

- Dealing with Sin and Temptation:

Ongoing repentance and accountability help overcome sin?s grip.

- Persecution or Opposition:

Faithfulness in hostile environments requires resilience and trust in God's sovereignty.

The Role of the Church and Community in Discipleship

Discipleship thrives within the context of a faith community.

The Church?s Mission in Discipleship

- Providing biblical teaching and spiritual nourishment
- Creating environments for fellowship and accountability
- Facilitating discipleship programs and mentorship
- Encouraging mission and outreach activities
- Equipping believers for ministry and leadership

Community?s Impact on Discipleship

- Offers support during challenges
- Promotes accountability and encouragement
- Provides opportunities for shared service and evangelism
- Models Christlike relationships

Discipleship and Personal Transformation
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The ultimate goal of discipleship is personal transformation?becoming more like Christ.

Transformational Aspects

- Renewal of Mind:

Romans 12:2 emphasizes transformation through the renewal of thinking patterns.

- Conformity to Christ?s Character:

Disciples grow in love, humility, patience, and holiness.

- Impact on Others:

A transformed disciple influences family, community, and workplace for Christ.

- Eternal Perspective:

Discipleship shifts focus from temporal concerns to eternal significance.

Conclusion: Embracing Discipleship as a Lifelong Journey

Writing about Discipleship in your assignment requires a nuanced understanding of its biblical roots,
practical application, and spiritual significance. It is a call to every believer to pursue ongoing growth,
serve others selflessly, and embody Christ?s love in all facets of life. Remember, discipleship is not
merely an individual endeavor but a communal effort that reflects the body of Christ working
together toward spiritual maturity and kingdom advancement.

Approach your assignment with honesty, biblical fidelity, and personal reflection. Highlight the
transformative power of discipleship and encourage others to embrace this lifelong journey of faith,
obedience, and service. By doing so, your work will not only meet academic expectations but also
inspire deeper engagement with the Christian calling.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key elements to include in a writing assignment on discipleship? A
comprehensive writing assignment on discipleship should include a clear definition of discipleship,
biblical references, the role of mentorship, personal reflection, and practical application steps for
believers. How can I effectively organize my writing assignment on discipleship? Start with an
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introduction that defines discipleship, followed by sections discussing biblical examples, its
importance today, personal experiences, and concluding with actionable insights. Using headings
and logical flow enhances clarity. What are some common challenges students face when writing
about discipleship? Students often struggle with integrating biblical concepts practically, maintaining
focus on the topic, providing personal insights without bias, and citing relevant scripture effectively.
How can I incorporate biblical references effectively in my discipleship writing assignment? Use
relevant scriptures to support your points, cite them properly, and include explanations of how these
verses relate to discipleship principles, ensuring biblical accuracy and depth. What is the
significance of personal reflection in a discipleship writing assignment? Personal reflection
demonstrates your understanding of discipleship, shows how it impacts your faith journey, and
provides authentic insights that connect theory with personal experience. Are there any
recommended resources to help me with my discipleship writing assignment? Yes, consider
consulting biblical commentaries, discipleship books by reputable authors, church teaching
materials, and academic articles on spiritual growth to strengthen your research and understanding. 

 
Related keywords: discipleship paper, spiritual growth assignment, faith development task,
Christian discipleship essay, biblical study project, spiritual journey writing, disciple training report,
church ministry assignment, faith practice essay, spiritual leadership task

Jim putman real life discipleship

jim putman real life discipleship has become a significant topic within Christian circles, especially
among those seeking practical ways to deepen their faith and foster authentic spiritual growth. Jim
Putman, a well-respected pastor and author, has dedicated much of his ministry to developing a
discipleship model rooted in real-life application, community involvement, and biblical principles. His
approach emphasizes that discipleship is not merely about religious knowledge but about
transforming lives through relationships, accountability, and active participation in the mission of
Christ. This article explores the core principles of Jim Putman?s real-life discipleship, its biblical
foundation, practical methods, and how churches and individuals can implement these strategies to
foster genuine spiritual maturity.

Understanding Jim Putman?s Discipleship Philosophy

Core Principles of Real-Life Discipleship

Jim Putman?s discipleship philosophy centers on several key principles that make spiritual growth
accessible and sustainable:

Published by: test1.post-gazette.com Page 11 of 31



The Discipleship Journal Bible Reading Plan Manual Vol. 2022, Issue 1

- Relational Focus: Discipleship happens best within authentic relationships. Putman
emphasizes that spiritual growth is rooted in community and accountability.

- Biblical Foundation: Everything is grounded in Scripture. Disciples are encouraged to read,
meditate, and apply biblical truths to their lives.

- Multiplication: Disciples are not meant to remain passive consumers but active participants in
making other disciples.

- Holistic Approach: Discipleship addresses every aspect of life?spiritual, emotional, relational,
and practical.

- Intentionality: Discipleship requires purposeful planning and commitment, both from leaders
and followers.

The Biblical Basis for Discipleship

At the heart of Jim Putman?s approach is a firm grounding in Scripture. He frequently references the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20, where Jesus commands His followers to make disciples of
all nations. Putman underscores that this is not a suggestion but a clear mandate for every believer.
Similarly, he draws from Luke 9:23, emphasizing that following Jesus involves daily surrender and
intentional discipleship.

Other biblical passages that influence his methodology include:

- John 13:34-35, highlighting love as the defining mark of disciples.
- Ephesians 4:11-13, emphasizing the importance of spiritual maturity and the role of leaders in

equipping the saints.
- 2 Timothy 2:2, advocating for passing on teachings to faithful individuals who can in turn disciple

others.

By anchoring his model in Scripture, Putman ensures that real-life discipleship remains biblically
authentic and theologically sound.

Practical Methods of Discipleship According to Jim Putman

Discipleship in Community

Putman advocates for a community-centered model, where discipleship occurs in small groups or
one-on-one settings. This creates an environment of trust, accountability, and mutual
encouragement. Some practical steps include:

- Form small groups that meet regularly for Bible study, prayer, and shared life experiences.
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- Encourage transparency and vulnerability to foster genuine relationships.
- Use these gatherings to discuss how biblical truths apply to everyday life.

Mentoring and One-on-One Discipleship

One-on-one discipleship is a cornerstone of Putman?s approach. It allows for personalized growth
and accountability. Leaders or mature believers are encouraged to:

- Meet consistently with a disciple, ideally weekly or bi-weekly.
- Set clear goals for spiritual growth, such as reading plans, prayer habits, or service

opportunities.
- Provide honest feedback and encouragement, helping the disciple navigate challenges.

Discipleship Materials and Curriculum

Jim Putman emphasizes the importance of using biblically sound and engaging curriculum. He
advocates for resources that:

- Are rooted in Scripture and focus on life application.
- Encourage questions, discussion, and personal reflection.
- Address core topics such as salvation, baptism, spiritual disciplines, and biblical worldview.

Some recommended resources include Putman?s own books, such as Discipleshift, which offers
practical insights and strategies for transforming church culture around discipleship.

Living Out Discipleship

Discipleship, according to Putman, is best demonstrated through active service and outreach.
Practical ways to live out discipleship include:

- Engaging in local community service projects.
- Sharing faith naturally in everyday conversations.
- Participating in mission trips and outreach events.
- Modeling Christlike behavior in the workplace, family, and social circles.

This approach ensures that discipleship remains vibrant, relevant, and integrated into daily living.

Implementing Jim Putman?s Discipleship Model in Churches
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Building a Discipleship Culture

To successfully adopt Putman?s model, churches must foster a culture that values discipleship as
central to their identity. Steps include:

- Training leaders and volunteers in discipleship principles.
- Creating small group environments conducive to authentic relationships.
- Prioritizing discipleship in the church?s vision and planning.
- Providing resources and curriculum aligned with biblical discipleship.

Leadership Development

Effective discipleship begins with strong leadership. Churches should focus on:

- Equipping leaders to mentor others.
- Encouraging leaders to model discipleship in their own lives.
- Developing a pipeline of future leaders committed to disciple-making.

Measuring Discipleship Growth

To ensure effectiveness, churches need metrics and feedback mechanisms such as:

- Tracking participation in small groups and mentorship programs.
- Assessing spiritual maturity through personal testimonies and behavioral changes.
- Soliciting feedback from participants to improve programs.

Personal Discipleship: Applying Putman?s Principles to Your Life

Steps to Begin Discipleship Today

If you?re inspired to pursue real-life discipleship, consider these practical steps:

- Start with your own spiritual growth?commit to daily Bible reading and prayer.
- Find a mentor or accountability partner with whom you can share openly.
- Join or start a small group focused on biblical study and life application.
- Look for opportunities to serve others in your community.
- Practice sharing your faith naturally and intentionally.
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Overcoming Common Challenges

Discipleship can be challenging, but Putman?s model offers solutions to common obstacles:

- Time Constraints: Integrate discipleship into daily routines and commitments.
- Fear of Vulnerability: Build trust gradually and emphasize grace and authenticity.
- Lack of Resources: Use simple, Scripture-based materials and personal interaction.

Conclusion: Embracing a Lifestyle of Discipleship

Jim Putman?s real-life discipleship model provides a practical, biblically grounded approach to
spiritual growth that can transform individuals and entire churches. By emphasizing relationships,
biblical truth, intentionality, and active living, believers are encouraged to move beyond mere
knowledge to genuine transformation. Whether you?re a church leader or a individual seeking to
deepen your faith, adopting Putman?s principles can lead to a more vibrant, Christ-centered life.
Remember, discipleship is not a one-time event but a lifelong journey of following Jesus and helping
others do the same. Embrace this calling today and experience the profound impact of living out true
discipleship in every aspect of your life.
 
Jim Putman Real Life Discipleship: An In-Depth Examination of a Transformational Approach to
Spiritual Growth

In the landscape of contemporary Christian discipleship, few programs or methodologies have
gained as much recognition and influence as Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship. As a pastor,
author, and leader, Jim Putman has dedicated his ministry to developing a practical, biblically
grounded approach that emphasizes authentic, life-on-life discipleship. His work has resonated with
churches seeking to foster genuine spiritual growth, community, and multiplication. This article
explores the core principles, structure, and impact of Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship,
examining how it functions in real-world settings and why it has become a significant model for
churches worldwide.

Understanding Jim Putman?s Background and Discipleship
Philosophy

Who is Jim Putman?

Jim Putman is the founding pastor of Real Life Ministries in Post Falls, Idaho, a multi-site church
known for its strong emphasis on biblical discipleship and leadership development. With decades of
ministry experience, Putman?s focus has consistently been on helping believers live out their faith in
tangible, relational ways. His leadership is rooted in a desire to see disciples made who can then
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make other disciples?a biblical cycle of multiplication.

The Biblical Foundation for Discipleship

At the heart of Putman?s philosophy is a commitment to the biblical model of discipleship seen in
Jesus? ministry. He emphasizes:

- Relational Discipleship: Following Jesus? example of investing in a few close followers.
- Life-on-Life Mentoring: Engaging in authentic, personal relationships that facilitate spiritual

growth.
- Multiplication: Equipping believers to disciple others, creating a ripple effect across

communities.

Putman?s approach is distinguished by its emphasis on the practical application of biblical truths,
not merely intellectual knowledge.

The Core Principles of Real Life Discipleship

Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship is built upon several foundational principles that guide its
structure and implementation. These principles serve as the backbone for cultivating mature,
reproducing followers of Christ.

1. Discipleship as a Lifestyle, Not a Program

Putman advocates for a shift from viewing discipleship as a set of classes or a curriculum to seeing
it as an ongoing, integrated way of living. This means:

- Disciple-making is embedded into daily routines and relationships.
- Discipleship is continuous and life-changing, not a one-time event.
- Churches must foster environments where relationships naturally lead to spiritual growth.

2. The Authority of Scripture

Putman stresses that the Bible is the ultimate authority in discipleship. All training and mentoring are
rooted in Scripture, with an emphasis on:

- Teaching believers how to interpret and apply biblical truths.
- Encouraging personal Bible study and prayer.
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- Using Scripture as the primary resource for growth.

3. Relational Focus

Authentic relationships are central to Putman?s approach. He believes that:

- Discipleship happens best in the context of genuine relationships.
- Mentors and mentees share life experiences, struggles, and victories.
- Trust and accountability are cultivated through consistent, authentic interactions.

4. Reproduction of Disciples

The ultimate goal is not just individual spiritual maturity but the multiplication of disciples who can
also disciple others. This principle emphasizes:

- Equipping believers to reproduce themselves spiritually.
- Creating a culture of ongoing disciple-making.

5. Leadership Development

Putman underscores the importance of raising up leaders who can continue the discipleship
process. This involves:

- Identifying potential leaders within the church community.
- Training them in biblical leadership and discipleship methods.
- Empowering them to lead small groups and mentorship relationships.

The Structure of Jim Putman?s Discipleship Model

One of the most distinctive aspects of Real Life Discipleship is its practical, structured framework
designed to guide believers from spiritual infancy to maturity and multiplication.

The Discipleship Pathway

Putman?s model typically involves three key stages, each characterized by specific goals and
practices:
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- New Believers / Foundations

- Focus: Introducing new Christians to the basics of the faith.
- Practices: Bible reading, prayer, understanding salvation, and the importance of the local

church.
- Goal: Establish a firm biblical foundation.

- Developing Disciples

- Focus: Growing in spiritual maturity, knowledge, and obedience.
- Practices: Regular Bible study, accountability partners, prayer, and service.
- Goal: Cultivate a lifestyle of obedience and spiritual disciplines.

- Reproducing Disciples / Leaders

- Focus: Equipping believers to disciple others and lead.
- Practices: Mentoring others, leading small groups, serving in ministry, and developing

leadership skills.
- Goal: Reproduce spiritual multiplication.

The Discipleship Tools and Resources

Putman?s program employs various tools to facilitate this journey:

- The Discipleship Bible Study: A curriculum focusing on core biblical doctrines and practices.
- Mentoring Relationships: One-on-one or small group settings that foster personal growth.
- Training Materials: Books, videos, and guides that reinforce key concepts.
- Leadership Development Tracks: Structured programs for identifying and training future leaders.

Implementation in Church Settings

Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship isn?t just theoretical; it?s designed for practical application
within local churches. Its success hinges on intentional implementation and community buy-in.

Creating a Discipleship Culture
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Churches seeking to adopt Putman?s model often focus on:

- Training Leaders: Equipping pastors, small group leaders, and volunteers in discipleship
principles.

- Aligning Programs: Integrating discipleship into existing ministries rather than creating separate
siloed programs.

- Encouraging Relationships: Fostering an environment where relationships naturally develop and
discipleship occurs organically.

- Emphasizing Reproduction: Challenging believers to see themselves as disciples who make
disciples.

Small Group Integration

Small groups are a cornerstone of Putman?s discipleship approach. They serve as:

- Primary environments for Bible study and prayer.
- Safe spaces for accountability and sharing life challenges.
- Platforms for leadership development and reproduction.

Measuring Success

Churches implement metrics such as:

- Number of new disciples made.
- Number of leaders trained.
- Personal testimonies of spiritual growth.
- Reproduction rate?how many disciples are actively discipling others.

The Impact and Critique of Jim Putman?s Discipleship Approach

Positive Outcomes

Many churches and individual believers report significant benefits from adopting Putman?s Real Life
Discipleship:

- Greater biblical literacy and understanding.
- Stronger community bonds rooted in authentic relationships.
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- Increased leadership development.
- Higher rates of spiritual reproduction and outreach.

Key strengths include:

- Practical, biblically grounded methodology.
- Emphasis on relationships over programs.
- Clear pathway for spiritual growth and leadership.
- Reproducibility that encourages multiplication.

Potential Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its strengths, some critics point out potential obstacles:

- Requires Commitment: Discipleship as a lifestyle demands intentionality and perseverance.
- Training Intensive: Churches may need to invest significant time and resources to train leaders

effectively.
- Cultural Barriers: Some church cultures may resist the relational, mentorship-focused approach.
- Reproduction Complexity: Not all believers may feel equipped or willing to disciple others.

Conclusion: The Significance of Jim Putman?s Discipleship in
Today?s Church

Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship offers a compelling, biblically grounded model that addresses
the core needs of spiritual growth, authentic community, and multiplication. Its emphasis on
life-on-life relationships, biblical authority, and practical application makes it a transformative
approach for churches seeking genuine disciple-making.

By fostering a culture where believers are equipped to disciple others, churches can cultivate
sustainable spiritual maturity and expand their kingdom impact. While it requires intentional effort,
leadership, and cultural shifts, the potential for long-term spiritual health and multiplication makes
Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship an invaluable resource and model for the modern church
striving to make authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.

In summary, Jim Putman?s Real Life Discipleship stands out as a comprehensive, biblically rooted,
and relationally driven approach to spiritual growth. Its focus on lifestyle discipleship, reproduction,
and leadership development continues to influence churches worldwide, helping them fulfill the
biblical mandate to go and make disciples of all nations.
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 QuestionAnswer Who is Jim Putman and what is his approach to real-life discipleship? Jim
Putman is a pastor and author known for his practical approach to discipleship. His method
emphasizes relational, life-on-life mentoring, focusing on authentic relationships, accountability, and
applying biblical principles in everyday life. What are the core principles of Jim Putman's real-life
discipleship model? The core principles include relational discipleship, biblical literacy, spiritual
growth through accountability, and integrating faith into daily routines. He advocates for discipleship
that is organic, relational, and contextually relevant. How does Jim Putman suggest implementing
real-life discipleship in a local church? Putman recommends creating small groups or life-on-life
relationships where mature believers intentionally invest in others, emphasizing authenticity,
ongoing spiritual growth, and practical application of scripture in everyday situations. What role does
accountability play in Jim Putman's discipleship approach? Accountability is central to Putman's
model; it encourages believers to regularly check in with one another, confess struggles, and
support each other's spiritual development in a trusting, relational environment. How does Jim
Putman address challenges in discipling new believers? He emphasizes patience, modeling
Christ-like behavior, and guiding new believers through practical life experiences. He advocates for
meeting people where they are and helping them grow step by step in their faith journey. What
resources has Jim Putman provided to support real-life discipleship? Jim Putman has authored
books such as 'Discipleship Essential' and 'Real-Life Discipleship,' along with training materials and
sermon series designed to guide churches and individuals in implementing relational, life-on-life
discipleship. How does Jim Putman's discipleship philosophy differ from traditional classroom-style
teaching? Putman's approach emphasizes relational, experiential learning over lecture-based
teaching. It involves walking alongside believers in daily life, fostering deep relationships, and
applying biblical truths practically rather than just studying doctrines intellectually. What impact has
Jim Putman's discipleship method had on modern church growth and spiritual maturity? His method
has led to more engaged, mature believers who grow through authentic relationships and practical
application of faith, resulting in healthier church communities that prioritize discipleship as a lifestyle
rather than a program. 

 
Related keywords: Jim Putman, discipleship, real life discipleship, biblical discipleship, spiritual
growth, Christian leadership, life transformation, church leadership, spiritual mentoring, faith
development
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THE DISCIPLESHIP EVANGELISM PROGRAM

The discipleship evangelism program is a strategic approach embraced by many churches and
faith-based organizations aiming to fulfill the Great Commission while fostering spiritual growth
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within their communities. This dual focus on evangelism and discipleship ensures that new believers
are not only introduced to the Christian faith but are also nurtured in their walk with Christ,
transforming lives from the outset and cultivating mature, committed followers. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the core elements of a successful discipleship evangelism
program, its benefits, practical steps to implement it, and best practices to ensure lasting spiritual
impact.

Understanding the Discipleship Evangelism Program

Definition and Purpose

The discipleship evangelism program combines two essential aspects of Christian ministry:
evangelism, which involves sharing the gospel and leading others to Christ, and discipleship, which
focuses on nurturing spiritual growth and maturity in new believers. The purpose of such a program
is to create a holistic pathway from initial salvation to spiritual maturity, ensuring that new believers
are equipped, supported, and encouraged to live out their faith effectively.

Why Integrate Discipleship and Evangelism?

Integrating these two elements addresses common challenges faced by churches:

- Prevents new converts from falling away after initial salvation.
- Builds a strong foundation for spiritual growth.
- Encourages active participation and leadership within the church community.
- Promotes a culture of evangelism and discipleship as lifelong priorities.

Core Components of a Discipleship Evangelism Program

1. Evangelism Outreach Strategies

Effective evangelism is the gateway to discipleship. Strategies include:

- Personal evangelism through one-on-one conversations.
- Community outreach events and service projects.
- Media and social media campaigns to reach wider audiences.
- Partnerships with local organizations and schools.

The goal is to create accessible entry points for people seeking spiritual truth and to foster genuine
relationships that lead to trust and openness.
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2. New Believer Orientation

Once someone accepts Christ, they need a clear pathway to understand their new faith. This can
include:

- New believers? classes or seminars covering foundational doctrines.
- Introduction to personal Bible study and prayer practices.
- Mentorship opportunities with mature believers.

This orientation helps new believers integrate into the church community and develop a personal
relationship with Jesus.

3. Discipleship Classes and Materials

Structured discipleship programs often utilize:

- Curriculum-based classes that cover topics like spiritual disciplines, service, and leadership.
- Small group studies that encourage accountability and discussion.
- Online resources and devotions for ongoing growth.

Consistent engagement with these materials nurtures spiritual maturity.

4. Mentorship and Accountability

Pairing new believers with seasoned mentors fosters personal growth through:

- Regular one-on-one meetings for prayer and encouragement.
- Accountability partners to monitor progress and address challenges.
- Shared service opportunities to develop leadership skills.

Mentorship helps sustain the momentum of discipleship and deepens relationships within the church
body.

Implementing a Discipleship Evangelism Program

Step-by-Step Guide

Implementing such a program involves strategic planning and ongoing evaluation. Here are key
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steps:

- Define clear goals: Determine what the program aims to achieve, such as increasing baptisms,
spiritual growth metrics, or outreach impact.

- Identify target groups: Focus on unchurched, dechurched, or young believers who need
foundational discipleship.

- Develop curriculum and materials: Choose or create resources that are biblically sound and
culturally relevant.

- Train leaders and mentors: Equip volunteers and staff with the skills necessary to guide others
effectively.

- Launch pilot programs: Start small, gather feedback, and refine the approach.
- Promote the program: Use church announcements, social media, and personal invitations.
- Evaluate and adapt: Regularly assess the program?s effectiveness and make necessary

adjustments.

Best Practices for Success

To maximize impact, consider these best practices:

- Maintain a biblical focus, ensuring all content aligns with Scripture.
- Foster an environment of love, acceptance, and encouragement.
- Encourage active participation rather than passive attendance.
- Utilize diverse methods?digital, small groups, one-on-one mentoring?to cater to different

learning styles.
- Celebrate milestones and spiritual growth to motivate participants.

Benefits of a Discipleship Evangelism Program

Spiritual Growth and Maturity

Participants deepen their understanding of Scripture, develop spiritual disciplines, and grow into
mature followers of Christ.

Increased Outreach and Evangelism

A well-structured program creates a culture of evangelism, empowering believers to share their faith
confidently.

Stronger Community Bonds
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Mentorship and small group interactions foster genuine relationships and a sense of belonging.

Leadership Development

As participants mature, they often step into leadership roles, further expanding the church?s
outreach capacity.

Sustainable Growth

Discipleship ensures that new converts become lifelong followers, reducing the risk of backsliding or
disconnection.

Overcoming Challenges in Discipleship Evangelism

Common Obstacles

- Lack of trained leaders or mentors.
- Insufficient resources or materials.
- Resistance to change within the church culture.
- Difficulty engaging new believers consistently.

Strategies to Address Challenges

- Invest in leadership training and development.
- Leverage technology for remote or flexible learning.
- Foster a welcoming and inclusive environment.
- Regularly gather feedback and adapt the program accordingly.

Conclusion

The discipleship evangelism program is a vital tool for churches committed to fulfilling their mission
of making disciples. By integrating evangelism with comprehensive discipleship, churches can not
only reach more people but also ensure that those reached are rooted deeply in their faith. This
holistic approach leads to healthier, more vibrant church communities where believers grow
spiritually, serve passionately, and share the gospel with confidence. Implementing such a program
requires intentional planning, dedicated leadership, and a heart committed to seeing lives
transformed for Christ. When executed well, the discipleship evangelism program becomes a
catalyst for spiritual revival and long-term growth within the church and beyond.
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The Discipleship Evangelism Program: A Strategic Approach to Spiritual Growth and Community
Outreach

Introduction

The discipleship evangelism program stands as a pivotal strategy within many faith communities
aiming to foster spiritual growth while expanding their reach. Rooted in the biblical mandate to make
disciples and share the Gospel, this program emphasizes not only converting individuals but also
nurturing them into mature followers of Christ. Its dual focus on evangelism and discipleship makes
it an effective tool for churches and Christian organizations seeking sustainable spiritual
development and community impact. This article explores the core components, implementation
strategies, benefits, and challenges of the discipleship evangelism program, providing a
comprehensive overview for church leaders, volunteers, and interested believers.

Understanding the Discipleship Evangelism Program

What Is Discipleship Evangelism?

Discipleship evangelism is a holistic approach that combines the act of evangelism ? sharing the
Gospel message ? with intentional discipleship ? nurturing new believers into mature followers of
Christ. Unlike traditional evangelism, which may focus solely on conversion, discipleship evangelism
emphasizes ongoing spiritual growth, accountability, and community building.

This approach recognizes that merely leading someone to Christ is insufficient; it is equally
important to equip them with the knowledge, practices, and relationships necessary for a resilient
faith journey. The program often involves personalized mentorship, small group studies, service
opportunities, and regular accountability sessions.

Biblical Foundations

The biblical basis for discipleship evangelism is rooted in Jesus? Great Commission (Matthew
28:19-20), where He commands His followers to go and make disciples of all nations. Furthermore,
the model of Jesus and the early church exemplifies relational and intentional discipleship ? Jesus
investing deeply in His twelve apostles and Paul mentoring Timothy.

The concept also aligns with passages like Colossians 1:28, which emphasizes presenting every
believer mature in Christ, and 2 Timothy 2:2, which highlights the importance of faithful mentorship.
These scriptures underscore the importance of both sharing the Gospel and nurturing spiritual
maturity.

Core Components of a Discipleship Evangelism Program
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- Evangelism Outreach

The first step involves reaching out to individuals outside the church community or those newly
exploring faith. Effective evangelism outreach includes:

- Personal Testimony Sharing: Equipping members to share their faith stories authentically.
- Community Events: Hosting outreach events like fairs, seminars, or service projects to introduce

the Gospel.
- Door-to-Door Evangelism: Engaging with neighbors and community members directly.
- Digital Evangelism: Utilizing social media, podcasts, and online content to reach broader

audiences.

The goal is to create inviting and accessible avenues for individuals to encounter Christ.

- New Believer Assimilation

Once someone accepts Christ, the program ensures they are welcomed into a nurturing
environment. This phase involves:

- Follow-up Meetings: Regular contact to answer questions and offer support.
- Discipleship Classes: Foundational courses covering core doctrines, prayer, and spiritual

disciplines.
- Mentorship Pairings: Connecting new believers with mature Christians for guidance and

accountability.

These steps create a sense of belonging and lay the foundation for sustained growth.

- Discipleship Discipleship

At the heart of the program lies intentional discipleship, which includes:

- Small Group Studies: Weekly or bi-weekly groups focusing on Scripture, prayer, and life
application.

- One-on-One Mentoring: Personalized mentorship to address individual spiritual needs.
- Service Opportunities: Practical involvement in community service to embody faith actively.
- Leadership Development: Identifying and nurturing potential leaders within the program.
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This component aims to deepen faith, promote maturity, and prepare believers for leadership roles.

- Ongoing Spiritual Formation

Discipleship is a lifelong journey. The program supports ongoing spiritual formation through:

- Retreats and Conferences: Intensive sessions for renewal and learning.
- Accountability Partners: Regular check-ins on spiritual practices.
- Advanced Bible Studies: Deep dives into theology, biblical languages, or specific topics.
- Participation in Worship and Sacraments: Encouraging active engagement in church life.

Implementation Strategies for Success

Strategic Planning and Leadership

Successful discipleship evangelism programs require visionary leadership and clear planning.
Leaders should:

- Define Clear Goals: Establish measurable objectives such as number of conversions,
discipleship groups formed, or spiritual maturity benchmarks.

- Develop Training Modules: Prepare volunteers and leaders with biblical, evangelistic, and
mentorship training.

- Create a Structured Curriculum: Use proven discipleship materials that align with biblical
doctrine.

- Assign Roles and Responsibilities: Clarify who will oversee outreach, follow-up, small groups,
and mentoring.

Cultivating a Culture of Discipleship

Embedding a discipleship mindset into the church's culture is vital. This can be achieved by:

- Modeling Discipleship: Leaders exemplify living out the Gospel and mentoring others.
- Encouraging Personal Evangelism: Motivating members to share their faith naturally.
- Celebrating Growth: Recognizing spiritual milestones, baptisms, and testimonies.
- Providing Resources: Distributing books, study guides, and digital content to support ongoing

learning.
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Utilizing Technology and Media

Modern technology offers innovative avenues for discipleship evangelism:

- Online Small Groups: Virtual meetings for those unable to attend physically.
- Mobile Apps: Discipleship tracking, devotionals, and prayer lists.
- Social Media Campaigns: Sharing testimonies, encouragement, and Gospel messages.
- Webinars and Podcasts: Educational content accessible worldwide.

Benefits of the Discipleship Evangelism Program

Spiritual Maturity and Depth

Participants develop a robust understanding of Scripture, prayer, and Christian living, leading to
transformed lives rooted in Christ.

Church Growth and Vitality

By actively engaging new believers and nurturing them, churches experience increased attendance,
vibrant participation, and leadership development.

Community Impact

Discipleship evangelism encourages believers to serve beyond church walls, impacting local
communities through acts of kindness, justice, and social service.

Personal Transformation

The program fosters personal accountability, spiritual discipline, and the development of Christlike
character among participants.

Challenges and How to Address Them

Despite its benefits, implementing a discipleship evangelism program can encounter obstacles:

- Volunteer Burnout: Maintain enthusiasm through regular training, recognition, and support.
- Cultural Barriers: Tailor outreach strategies to respect cultural sensitivities and preferences.
- Participant Retention: Keep engagement high through relevant content, relational connections,

and varied activities.
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- Resource Limitations: Leverage partnerships, digital tools, and volunteer expertise to maximize
impact.

Addressing these challenges requires adaptive leadership, ongoing evaluation, and a heart
committed to the Great Commission.

Conclusion

The discipleship evangelism program represents a comprehensive approach to fulfilling the biblical
mandate of making disciples. By integrating evangelism with intentional discipleship, churches can
foster spiritual maturity within their congregations while reaching new individuals with the Gospel. Its
success hinges on strategic planning, cultural adaptation, and a genuine passion for Christ?s
mission. As communities embrace this model, they not only grow numerically but also deepen in
faith, unity, and service ? embodying the true essence of Christ?s Great Commission in today's
world.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the primary goal of the discipleship evangelism program? The primary
goal is to equip believers to effectively share their faith and disciple new converts, fostering spiritual
growth and community development. How does the discipleship evangelism program differ from
traditional evangelism methods? It combines personal mentorship with structured discipleship
principles, emphasizing ongoing spiritual growth and deep relational engagement rather than just
outreach events. Who can participate in the discipleship evangelism program? The program is
designed for both new believers and mature Christians seeking to deepen their faith and develop
skills in evangelism and discipleship. What are the key components of an effective discipleship
evangelism program? Key components include biblical teaching, mentorship relationships, practical
evangelism training, prayer, and community involvement. How does the program ensure
sustainability and ongoing growth? By fostering a culture of mentorship, accountability, and
continuous learning, the program encourages participants to disciple others and maintain spiritual
vitality. What resources are typically provided in a discipleship evangelism program? Resources
include study guides, training materials, prayer tools, evangelism strategies, and access to
mentorship networks. How can churches implement a successful discipleship evangelism program?
Successful implementation involves clear vision setting, training leaders, engaging the community,
providing ongoing support, and encouraging active participation. What impact does the discipleship
evangelism program have on local communities? It promotes spiritual renewal, strengthens church
communities, increases outreach effectiveness, and fosters a culture of evangelism and
discipleship. Are there any digital or online options available for the discipleship evangelism
program? Yes, many programs now offer online courses, webinars, virtual mentorship, and digital
resources to reach a wider audience and facilitate remote discipleship. 
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